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his Church.    It was Catherine Booth who played the good
Lady Macbeth in this minor tragedy.

Mrs. Booth to her Parents.

NEWCASTLE, June, 1861.

We have reason to fear that the Annual Committee will not
allow even this arrangement [ ? to be associated with the Aln-
wick Circuit and travel, living at Newcastle] to be carried out,
and if not, I do not see any honourable course for us but
to resign at once and risk all (if trusting in the Lord for our
bread in order to do what we believe to be His will ought to
be called a risk). If the arrangement is allowed to work it
involves all sorts of difficulties. This Circuit is the worst to
be managed in the whole Connexion, and William will get
nothing by his connection with it but trouble and vexation.
This I have seen from the beginning and have opposed his
coming so far as I could. . . . We don't know what to do.
We only want to do right. If I thought it was right to stop
here in the ordinary [circuit] work, I would be quite glad to
do so, but I cannot believe that it would be right for my
husband. And none of our friends would think it right if
we only had an income! Then, I ask, does the securing of
our bread and cheese make that right which should otherwise
be wrong when God has promised to feed and clothe us ? I
think not, and I am willing to trust Him, and suffer if need
be in order to do His will.

William is afraid. He thinks of me and the children and
I appreciate his love and care, but I tell him that God will
provide if he will only go straight on in the path of duty. It
is strange that / who always shrink from the sacrifice should
be first in making it, but when I made the surrender I did it
whole-heartedly, and ever -since I have been like another being.
Oh, pray for us yet more and more.

I am much tempted to feel it hard that God has not cleared
our path more satisfactorily, but I will not charge God fool-
ishly. I know that His way is often in the whirlwind, and He
rides upon the storm. I will try to possess my soul in patience
and to wait for Him.

The children are all well. They do not like the change at
all. Bless them! I don't think the Lord will ever allow them
to suffer if their parents seek to do His will.

We are very much obliged for your sympathy and kindness
and counsel. With reference to upbraiding, I have often told
William that if he takes the step and it should bring me to the
Union I will never say one upbraiding word, To upbraid any
one for taking such a $tep for God's and conscience' sake
would be worse than devilish. No, whatever be the result I